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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the characteristic of nursing practice at rural and remote clinics
in Japan by clarifying the actual situation of the nursing activity including a factor constituting them. Self-
administered questionnaires by mail were distributed to the nurses of 833 rural and remote clinics, and the
ratio of respondent who carried out nursing practice 19 items created based on a previous study was
calculated. In addition, those responses were analyzed by a factor analysis, and those extracted factors were
compared with the factors extracted in the study that we carried out in 2003 and 2008. We received
responses from 337 nurses (40.5% response rate). As a result, three following factors were extracted: (a) after
having assessed community relations and resources, network development and the cooperation with the
relevant organizations, (b) support to patients with medical treatment and caregivers who care for a family
by the approach using a variety of nursing practice methods depending on a place and a patient, (c) managing
during emergency conveyance. It was suggested that the nursing practiced at rural and remote clinics was
characterized by multiple and inclusive activity including the outreach and prevention. The rural and remote
clinic nurses should enhance ability for initial managing during emergency conveyance. In addition, they will
have to play a role after having made the problem that should support by a network clear.
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Necessity of exchange between nurses working at remote clinics and those
working at hospitals designated to provide medical services in remote areas
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Abstract

[Purpose] To confirm the necessity of exchange between nurses working at remote clinics and those
working at hospitals designated to provide medical services in remote areas. [Methods] A questionnaire
survey was conducted involving 78 nurses working at remote clinics in A Prefecture to investigate their
personal background and the need for exchange with nurses working at hospitals designated to provide
medical services in remote areas. A x2 test was used to compare 3 or more groups, and Fisher's exact test
and Welch'’s t-test were used to compare 2 groups. The level of significance was set at 5%.

[Results] Of the total respondents (n=51, response rate: 65.4%), 49 nurses (valid response rate: 62.8%) who
responded to all questions were used for analysis. More than 70% of the subjects considered the need for
knowledge and skill exchange with nurses working at hospitals designated to provide medical services in
remote areas, and the total number of remote clinic nurses was significantly correlated with such needs.

[Conclusion] The results suggest that more than 70% of nurses at remote clinics recognize necessity of

exchange with those working at hospitals designated to provide medical services in remote areas.
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Difficulties of nursing practice to recognize clinic nurses in rural and remote area
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Consideration of practical knowledge for public health nurses in remote Japanese

islands; Focused on awareness regarding how public health nurses in remote
Japanese islands associate their nursing practices with their everyday lives.
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